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Dear Suzanne: 

We are w r i t i n g to confirm our understanding of. the 
schedule f o r continuing negotiations on the consent, decree 
to implement the Process Ponds Record of Decision at the 
East Helena S i t e . F i r s t , we are to receive a re v i s e d 
consent decree, i n c l u d i n g a l l of EPA's and the Department of 
J u s t i c e ' s comments, f o r the Process Ponds operable u n i t by 
cl o s e of business on June 7, 1990. While we recognize that 
a number of people must review and c o g e n t on the proposed 
decree, we would appreciate r e c e i v i n g the d r a f t with youi 
comments as soon as po s s i b l e , and c e r t a i n l y no l a t e r than 
June 7, 1990. Second, a meeting to discuss tbe consent 
decree and accompanying comments has been scheduled tor J Ju 
p.m. on June 13, 1990 at EPA 1s o f f i c e s m Denver. 

As we discussed on the phone, we are extremely 
concerned about r e c e i v i n g EPA's comments i n mid-June and the 
Short time remaining before the J u l y 1, 1990 e x p i r a t i o n of 
the current 60-day period f o r negotiations. J h i s leaves 
only two short weeks w i t h i n which to a r r i v e a t a ^ a l l y 
acceptable consent decree f o r the process ponds- Based on 
past experience, we are c e r t a i n that t h i s i s not a 
s u f f i c i e n t amount of time to conclude negotiations, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y considering the current status of th 
ne g o t i a t i o n s . Therefore, Asarco formally requests a 
a d d i t i o n a l 60-day extension be granted i n which to .oncluae 
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/ n e g o t i a t i o n s ; and that th•- :ent::on be granted p r i o r to 
June 13, 1990. 

I f there are any reviw i •.,ns to t h i s schedule, pleasp 
contact us as soon as p o s s i b l e . 

You*s t r u l y , 

Cynthia S. Leap 
Peter W. Downing 
f o r Holland & Hart ! 

William 0. Hart, Esquire 
Mr. J . Bryan Davis 
Mr. Jon C. N i c k e l 
Mr. Donald A. Robbins 
Michael R. Thorp, Esquire 
Frank H. Morison, Esquire 
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